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Levelling the
playing field
forneedy =
children

Mainly | Love Kids, or
Milk, helps fund kids'
education and
health-care needs

By Dawn Lim

BROWS knitted in concentration,
Muhammad Sufian Ahmad Ka-
sim, 15, pieced together a race car
with cardboard.

The Assumption mum__mr Sec-
ondary 3 student was one ‘of 130

children, aged nine to 15, who.

were conducting science experi-
ments — courtesy of .Agilent
Technologies.

The company, which ddes elec-
tronics measurements and life
sciences analysis, had invited the

students to the Singapore;Science.

Centre in a special project with
Mainly I Love Kids, or Milk.

It also donated $50,000 to the
charity organisation, which works
to help disadvantaged children.

The non-profit charity partners

+ other voluntary welfare. organis-
ations (VWOs) and identifies spe-
cific children’s needs, forging ties

between VWOs to _Em_muam:» and

fund programmes.
- It also supports and raises
funds for other organisations’ ex-

isting educational or rehabilitative-

. programmes.

“The programmes, we support
are aimed at levelling the playing
field for children who, because of
illness, disability or-social circum-
mﬁmnnomw are disadvantaged,” ex-
plained Milk president Sheryn
Mah.

Milk had its start in the Hope
Fund — meant for chronically ill
children — under the umbrella of
the Catholic Welfare Services in
1993. But to reach out to more
children with diverse needs, Milk

o

was formed in 2004.

- Since then, the charity has
rm_ﬁma over 7, ,000 children and -
youths, aged up to 25. .

This year alone, it expects to
help more than 7,000 beneficia-
ries,

Milk wmgw the chronically ill,
juvenile delinquents, troubled .
teenagers and special needs chil-
dren; such as those with autism. It
also subsidises mnnomﬁou for the
needy.

. In addition, it backs mnﬂnw:cn.
and health-care projects for poor
children in the wegion, including
Timor Leste, China and the Philip-
pines. i

Dr Mah said: ‘‘Milk. catches
those who fall through the cracks,
and gives them a fighting chance.”

Like Sufian for instance.

It is hard to imagine that the
lanky football enthusiast who -
dreams of being an engineer has
been suffering from Type 1 diabe-
tes for the last 12 years. ' )

The disease took a financial mEm children, who-are now: age
and emotional toll on his family. - five to 17. ,E—n family :<mm
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cost them mmoo o mmco e
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erred her to a hospital moﬁm_.

mchuh.m mother, Madam Kar- ' worker and mﬂmg was Hnmaﬁm:wa
iana Abdul Kadir, 2 housewife, as a Milk beneficiary.

He began. receiving financial
money that I couldn’t sleep some--  aid for medical treatment. Hospi-
imes. I felt sad that Sufian hadto” tal chéck-ups and insulin treat-
ace m:m Wc..:w om wﬁnmmn at his  ments are now free of charge.
“Iam very grateful. The mw:-w%
But zzm o?mdmmm three years ishappier and more am_wxmn ? said
'ago when her son’s doctor re- Madam Karliana, 39.
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'S c_n_& 33_3_ expenses, a burden has cma_.. ifted off his family — (from left) his mother Karliana Abdul Kadir and.

7,000 beneficiaries on its roll this
year, Milk hopes to raise $5 mil-
lion. And the organisation.is ap-
pealing to the public to consider
the need to help every child:

“We hope people can help
Milk fulfil its aims of allowing ev-
ery child to become a contributing
member of society,” said Uu Mah.

To help Sufian and &5 over dawnlim@sph.com.sg
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